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TO GOD BE THE GLORY 
Fanny Crosby, Lyrics, 1872; William H. Doane, Music; 1875 

“To God Be the Glory” is a hymn with lyrics by Frances Jane VanAlstyne and 
tune, of the same name, by William Howard Doane. The hymn was written 
around 1872 but wasn’t paired with a melody until 1875, when it was 
published in Lowry and Doane's song collection, "Brightest and Best”. Prior 
to this initial publication, the hymn became popular in Great Britain, after it 
was introduced by Ira Sankey during Moody's 1873-1874 evangelistic 
campaigns. Despite this, the song was only included in very few hymnals 
and failed to achieve much usage in the United States. That is, until 1954, 
when Cliff Barrows, song leader for Billy Graham, was handed a copy with 
the suggestion that it be added to the song book for the London Crusade. It 
was so popular that he included it again later that year in the Crusade in 
Nashville, TN. The audience responded enthusiastically and from that time 
on used it regularly. With this exposure the song rapidly became familiar to 
a Christians worldwide and is included in most modern hymnals. 
 
VanAlstyne, better known as Fanny Crosby, (1820-1915), was blinded by an 
illness as an infant, but lived a long life full of joy and accomplishment. She 
entered the New York School for the Blind at age 15, and remained there for 
35 years, first as a student and then as a teacher. She wrote poetry from the 
time that she was a child, and published her first book of poetry, “A Blind 
Girl and Other Poems”, at the age of 24. She also wrote the lyrics for a 
number of secular songs, collaborating most notably with composer George 
Root for such songs as "Rosalie the Prairie Flower", and "There's Music in the 
Air". After attending a revival, he began writing religious poems becoming 
America’s most prolific hymn writer, when they were eventually paired with 
melodies of a number of well-known composers of the time, including 
William Bradbury, Robert Lowrey, Ira Sankey, and William H. Doane. 
 
Doane (1832-1915) was an especially frequent collaborator with Crosby, 
composing the tunes for such well-known hymns as "Near the Cross", 
"Blessed Assurance", and "Pass Me Not O Gentle Savior". Doane headed the 
Ohio Baptist Convention Ministers Aid Society for the Midwest. In 1875 he 
received his doctorate in music from Denison University. In his career, he 
edited forty-three collections of hymns and composed hundreds of hymns. 
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