
LOVE BRIDGE WALTZ 
                               Iry Lejeune, 1948                                                        

I had the amazing experience to learn this song from Iry LeJeune’s son, 
Eddie during Cajun Week at the August Heritage Festival in Elkins, West 
Virginia in 1999, just two years before his untimely death.  Iry LeJeune is 
regarded as the man responsible for the revival of the Cajun accordion after 
World War II and one of the most important musicians in the history of 
Cajun music.  

Ira “Iry” Lejeune was born on October 28, 1928, in Louisiana. Nearly blind 
from birth and unable to help with the family farm, he spent his days at the 
home of his uncle, Angelais Lejeune, a popular Cajun musician. There he 
learned to play his uncle’s accordion and was greatly influenced by the 
music his uncle played, as well as from recordings by the great Creole 
accordionist, Amédée Breaux. Due to his blindness Iry pursued music to 
support his wife and family. In the early 1940s the accordion lost its 
popularity to the fiddle as the lead instrument in bands. This changed with 
the return of Cajun GIs from World War II, hungry for their own culture, as 
well as with the advent of LeJeune’s recording career. In 1948 LeJeune 
recorded "Love Bridge Waltz" and "Evangeline Special" for the Opera record 
company in Houston. The record was an immediate success; he rapidly 
became a leading dance-hall attraction and his popularity grew.  

On the night of October 8, 1955, LeJeune and fiddler J.B. Fuselier were 
returning home from a dance in Eunice when their car developed a flat tire. 
As they changed the tire at the side of the road a passing car struck them. 
Fuselier was seriously injured; LeJeune was thrown into a nearby field and 
killed instantly. He was not yet 27 years old. Iry LeJeune left a legacy of 26 
recorded songs, a body of work essential to the development of Cajun 
music. 40 years after his death, his recordings remain in print and his songs 
are performed by musicians throughout southwest Louisiana and the world.         

In music and friendship, 

  

 ~Tull 
 


